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The harbour town of Berenike on the Red Sea has been under investigation since the 

1980s, but only recently the main temple in the centre of the town has been excavated. 

This has led to several important new insights about the town and the maritime trade that 

was the reason for its existence. The temple preserves much of its original votive statuary 

and among these were statues of Serapis and Isis next to statues of the Buddha. In this 

lecture the remaining wall reliefs will be discussed as well as the temple’s cultic inventory 

with its many links to the various cultures that were participating in the international trade 

at Berenike. 

 

 

Prof. Olaf Kaper has been co-director of the excavations of the temple of Isis at Berenike 

since 2018 


